

Welcome
Our Understanding
Bead Societies have an important role to play, not only in the bead work, but also in the lives of their members.  The enthusiasm, as well as the expertise that people bring to bead societies cannot be matched in any ordinary business endeavor.

Membership Goal

The membership goal of the GBBS is to cultivate an environment of respect and appreciation for members from all disciplines of jewelry-making and design techniques.  We plan to explore the various aspects from jewelry’s history and the identity of gems and minerals to the designing of unique artwork for sale, including assembling, shaping, forming, weaving, and firing techniques.  We shall endeavor to build a mutually beneficial, broad-based membership for networking, socializing, fun, and education dedicated to sharing the endless possibilities for one’s imagination…to be Inspired! 

(((
Meetings:  The Greater Birmingham Bead Society meets monthly from 6:30—8:30 PM on the second Thursday evening in Room 24 of the “FRC” (Family Recreation Center) at Dawson Memorial Baptist Church located at 1114 Oxmoor Road in Homewood.  We begin with a brief business meeting followed by a lecture, show-n-tell, a demonstration or a hands-on class led by one of our members or an invited guest speaker.  
Community Support:  Each year the GBBS selects a charity to support.  The charity will be defined by February and collections are assembled throughout the year in the form of time, money, and bead/jewelry donations.  Your contribution allows your work to be exposed to the community and, subsequently, provide a benefit to the designated organization.  In the past, we have dedicated most of our charitable resources to the Breast Cancer Awareness effort here in Alabama; however, numerous other charities and organizations have benefitted by the unselfish generosity of our members.
Shopping Discount Benefit:  An additional benefit currently realized by your membership is a discount you will receive at JoAnn’s Fabric Store across from the Galleria and at Larry’s Wholesale Beads who displays his selections in his Huntsville store and at the Atlanta Market on select weekends each month.  Watch for announcements on his activities.  
Annual Membership Dues:  Annual dues are $20 for single membership or single & joint membership.  Joint membership includes a junior member under the age of 18 who lives in the member's household and who enjoys jewelry-making activities. Your membership dues are due in January, and all GBBS memberships expire on December 31st of each year.
New Member Survey:  We encourage each member to complete a “New GBBS Member Survey.”  We appreciate your time in completing the Survey and returning it via US Mail to the address indicated below or hand-delivery to one the GBBS Officers at our next meeting.  Your input is vitally important to us and to the growth and success of the GBBS.  Your responses will help guide the structure, direction, and goals of the GBBS.

We would like to thank you for your interest in the Greater Birmingham Bead Society.  We look forward to seeing you at our next meeting.  
Please feel free to follow our activities on our website: www.BhamBeads.com, our Facebook page, or contact us via email at BhamBeads@yahoo.com. By phone, please speak with Althea Young at 205-910-4062. 
Very sincerely yours,

SERENE
Serene Johnson, GBBS President
on behalf of our 2017 officers:

   June Graham, Vice President

   Robbie McCoy, Treasurer

    Judi Wild, Past President
        and your entire
GBBS Board of Directors
Mailing Address:  GBBS, c/o Judi Wild, 2329 Altadena Crest Drive, Birmingham, AL  35242
